Bookbug: evaluating the
iImpact in Scotland




Bookbug programme

Encourages all parents and carers to share stories, songs and
rhymes with children from birth

Bookbug bags

— Gaelic

— Additional support needs
« Bookbug Sessions
 Library Challenge
 Outreach

 Delivered in every local authority
and health board in Scotland to
every baby and child

e Scottish Government
funding

scottishbooktrust.com



Impact for families:
Bookbug for the Home

scottishbooktrust.com

Parents feel better equipped to play and interact with
their children, and feel they have a closer bond

There are sustained changes in how parents read,
sing and talk with their children

Children gain confidence & self-expression
Children’s language & communication skills improve
Children’s behaviour improves

Children are better prepared to fit in with some of the
routines of nursery




Bookbug builds families

Relationships Trust

scottishbooktrust.com
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“It has given him words to describe his feelings — he does
It using language he has heard at Bookbug sessions. He
relates situations to ones he has read about.” Carer

.




Bookbug Together at Home

“Doing frequent home
learning activities such as
reading and singing from
an early age iIs associated
with better cognitive ability
(vocabulary and problem
solving) at age 3, even after
taking account of socio-
demographic factors.”

www.growingupinscotland.org.uk
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Evaluation & Measuring Impact
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Bookbug for the Home
headline findings

99% of practitioners who introduced

Bookbug to families found it effective at
encouraging parents to do more talking, book
sharing and singing with their children

69% reported that families continued

with songs, rhymes and reading outside of
practitioner visits

Bookbug Outreach Programme Evaluation, Blake Stevenson (2016)

scottishbooktrust .com



Bookbug for the Home
headline findings

Over 14,000 families experienced Bookbug

for the Home interactions in the first four years of
the project

Over 5 y 300 families came along to public

Bookbug Sessions with their child, as a direct
result of taking part in Bookbug for the Home

scottishbooktrust .com



Bookbug impact study

Bookbug programme is N1 N quality,
understandable, transferable
into different local settings and NU g er
respected by those involved.

Evaluation the impact of Bookbug Bags and Sessions in
Scotland, CRFR (2017)

scottishbooktrust .com



Take home messages

 Bookbug’s impact depends capacity and resources
of partner organisations and services

e Impact on families is cumulative — therefore critical
to recognise Bookbug as a whole programme (and
how sessions and outreach fit within this)

o Start early - creating familiarity with library goes
together with family reading habits

 Some families are less able to engage with Bookbug
and libraries — it's important to understand why

scottishbooktrust.com



Moving forward

scottishbooktrust.com

Working closely with
strategic groups across
sectors and LAS

Focus on key groups who
are not fully accessing
Bookbug: young parents,
dads, EAL, families with
ASN, hospitals, prison

Digital developments

Quality assurance







Thank You

scottishbooktrust.com
/bookbugsbt El @Bookbug_SBT

bookbug@scottishbooktrust.com




